Huish Episcopi Primary School Newsletter- Easter Edition

It has been a long term and at last the holidays are upon us. A huge well done to all the children who have worked extremely hard this term- you should be proud of them! We are delighted with the progress we have seen across the school. Particular congratulations to all the children who have earned pen licences, times tables/number bond certificates, reading awards, merit certificates or an end of term award. We value the partnership between home and school and where we have your active support in establishing regular reading habits, homework routines and that everyday encouragement and interest in school we see big gains. Thank you. 

We are a busy and involved school and are pleased to offer a rich curriculum to our pupils both within the school day and after school as well. There have been a lot of exciting events and many more to come in the term ahead so do read on to find out what is happening ……..

Trust Status

We are proud to announce that as from the start of April, our school has become part of the Huish Community Education Trust. The members are ourselves, Middlezoy and Othery and Hambridge Primary. Our Partners are Huish Academy and Somerset Centre for Integrated Learning. We are very excited by this new partnership which we believe will bring considerable benefits, over the next few years, to pupils as well as staff.  The next stage of the process is for our Trust to gain Charity status. This should help us to generate additional funding to work together on our joint educational aims.

To reach this point has meant a huge commitment from the School’s Governing Body. They have spent a considerable amount of time researching the benefits of Trust status, familiarising themselves with the process and attending many extra meetings. They have steered the school through the process to reach this point. On behalf of everyone I would like to pass on my thanks to all Governors that have contributed to the process and undertaken their role in such a conscienous way. 

SATs

All of the year 6 pupils are working hard at present to prepare for their SATs and will continue to do lots of preparation activities during their holidays. SATs week starts on May 9th and ends on Thursday 12th May.

During the week there will be a breakfast club held in the Community room for Year 6 pupils. Cereal toast etc will be provided free of charge. This start to the day is aimed to provide the children with a calm and positive start to each morning. We do hope they come along. 

Holiday Dates

Just to confirm that we welcome the children back on Wednesday 27th April. 

We will then be closed on Friday 29th April for the Royal Wedding and Monday 2nd May for the May Bank holiday.

Royal Wedding Celebrations at HEPS!

We are planning a special day in school to celebrate the Royal Wedding. This will take place on Thursday 28th April. To mark this special occasion, the children are invited to come in fancy dress. For Key stage 2 pupils there will be a red, white and blue theme.  Early Years and Key Stage 1 children may dress up as Princes and Princesses for the day. 

Planned activities include

· A royal story carousel

· Maths investigation linked to the royal wedding theme

· A street party (union jacks paper plates, flags etc provided by the PFA, help on the day provided by the Friday morning parents support group)

· Party games
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Parrett Class

It has been an eventful lead up to Easter for Parrett Class.  On Friday Mr Cracknell visited Key Stage One with one day old chicks from his farm.  The children had many questions for him and enjoyed holding the chicks carefully.  They also had the chance to compare them with two six week old chickens, and noticed many differences.
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On Tuesday afternoon ‘The Levels’ children centre joined us for an Easter Bonnet Parade.  Thank you so much for working with your children to produce a bonnet.  We were really impressed, as were the rest of the school who stood and applauded as  the children paraded around the playground.  It was lovely to see parents and carers too.

Dunster Castle

Sedgemoor and Isle had a wonderful day at Dunster Castle last Monday. The children enjoyed a tour of Norman and Saxon grounds and also the tour of the castle itself. The children came away with a greater knowledge of castle life and enjoyed sharing their facts in assembly to the rest of the school. 

School Grounds

You will seen over the past couple of years that there have been a lot of improvements made to the school grounds. We are particularly pleased with the memorial garden that has enhanced the main pedestrian entrance to the school. The majority of parents and children are very respectful of this area but unfortunately there are a minority who are not.  At the beginning and end of the day all adults that come onto the site are asked to take care of this area and actively supervise their children (pre school as well as school age).  This includes ensuring that no child disturbs or goes onto the flower beds. The area around the bike shed is prohibited to all except those collecting bikes. 

Dance Festival

Sedgemoor class enjoyed a fantastic experience at the CLP Dance Festival at Edgar Hall in Somerton. The class took to the stage to perform to an audience of over two hundred people. They all performed their Indian dance beautifully, remembering all the moves they had to learn! 

School Recipe Book

 Earlier this year, we ran a competition for children to design and make Healthy Lunchbox recipes. These have now been made into a recipe book which is available to order for just 50p. To order your copy, please see the children taking orders at the school gate each morning/afternoon during the first week back after the holiday. They will take your name and payment and your recipe book will be sent home with your child as soon as possible.

Drama Club

This week the drama club gave 2 wonderful performances of their intriguing production of ‘Cluedo’. Who had murdered Doctor Black? Through acting, narration, dancing signing and singing, the tale unwound and each suspect was cleared. 

A big thank you to Miss Tilyard who wrote the play. She was ably assisted by various members of the Perkins family. Mrs Perkins and Mrs Ramwell also helped to organise the rehearsals and acted as co-directors. Finally, Well done to each and every member of the cast who entertained us so well!

Welcome Back!

Welcome back to Mrs Simmonds who has returned from maternity leave this week to teach Isle class

Holiday activities at LANGPORT LIBRARY  

Tuesday 12 April 10.30 - 11.30 am

Easter Crafts and Storytime suitable for ages 4-9

Thursday 21 April 3.00 - 4.00 pm

BBC Hands on History

'Artful Ancients'

Crafts and stories (cave painting)

Both events are free but booking is essential either call in to the library or tel. 01458 250152

Numbers are limited so this is very much first come first served

Some of our favourite books!
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Have a lovely Easter holiday. Let’s hope the sun shines on us all!

